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City of

Mariposa Mall
P.O. Box 1271
Fresno, California 93715-1271

Police Department

Ed Winchester
Chief of Police

The enclosed information is provided to you to assist in the posting of
your property to permit enforcementof various laws and ordinances which
relate to your situation. These rules must be followed explicitly or
enforcenent may not be possible.

GENERAL RULES:

* Signs are not providedby the police depaxtxtent so you must have

your signs madeby the rrethod of your choosing.

* Signs must be a minimum of 17x22 incheswith letters no smaller
thanone inch. Multiple notices tray be placed on the samesign.

* Signs must be posted at all entrances to the affected property. If
this is not done, enforcenentis not possible. When there has been
a failure to post signs as required by VC 22658, party ordering
rentval is liable for two tines the arrount charged for towing and
storage.

* It is recorritended that you cover your signs with plastic sheeting

to protect againstvandalism. It is cheaper to replace the cover
than the sign.

* A single sign may contain as many prohibitions as you want so long
as the minimum dimension is ccrplied with,

ILlEGAL PARKING:

The California Vehicle Code (CVC) in Sections 22658 and 22953 establishes
rules for the rertoval of illegally parked vehicles fran private property.
These two sections are enclosed and should be carefully reviewed as they
contain many conditions you trust meet to avoid financial liability.

All of the general rules apply to illegal parking. In addition, the
following treasuresapply:
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* The sign must read:

- “PRIVATE PROPERTY
CUSTCt4ER PARKING CX~JLY / TENANF PARKING Ct~1LY (CHOCSE 1)
VIOLTffORS MAY BE CITED OR TG~EDAWAY AT C~NERS’EXPENSE

FtC 1O—806/CVC 22658
FRESNO POLICE DEPARIMENT, 498-1414”

It is reccnrrendedthat businesscwnersinclude a tine limit on the
sign suchas “1 hour limit for customers”or “only while shopping
at — — — — .“ This is to accccnodatea legal decisIon from
SouthernCalifornia which make sucha limit advisable.

* It is the responsibility of the property owner or his agentto
notify a tow corppanyto have a vehicle removed subject to the
provisions of CS/C 22658, 22953. The police department does not
removeillegally parkedvehicles fran private property unless they
have beenreportedstolen, embezzled,abandoned,or were involved
in a hit and run.

* It is not necessaryto have a vehicle cited before it is reriDved.
If you do requestthat vehicles be cited you or your agentmust be
presentand will be required to sign the citation. This can create
somedifficulty as responseto calls of illegal parking are
frequently delayeddue to calls of higher priority. To avoid being
presentat the time the citation is issuedyou may, instead,direct
a letter to the Chief of Police authorizing the citation of any
vehicles parkedon your property after businesshours. The letter
must be renewedevery 6-months. Before you chooseto request
enforcementby letter keep in mind that upon receipt of a letter
officers may cite any vehicles on your postedproperty. If you
have employeeor catpanyvehicles on your property a letter would
not work as officers have no way of discerningbetween authorized
and unauthorizedvehicles.

* If you haveSa vehicle towed you must follow the provisionsof
Vehicle Code sections22658 and 22953. Especially critical is
the requirementto notify the police departmentof the.vehicle’ s
removal prior to towing it.

The owner or paçson in lawful possession of any private property may
subsequent to notifying, by telephone or, if impractical, by the most
expeditious means available, the city police or county sheriff, whichever
is appropriate, cause the removal of a vehicle parked on the property to
the nearestpublic garageunderany of the following circumstances:

(1) There is displayed, in plain view at all entrances to the property,
a sign of not less than 17 by 22 inches in size, with lettering not less
than one inch in height, prohibiting piblic parking and indicating that
vehicles will be removed at the owner’s expense, and containing the
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telephonenumber of the local traffic law enforcementagency, and the sign
may also indicate that a citation may also be issued for the violation.
(no change) SeeVC 22953.

NCTPE: There is no requirementthat the vehicle be cited.

(2) The vehicle has been issued a notice of parking violation, and 96
hours have elapsedsince the issuanceof that notice. (new)

NOTE: Vehicle must be issueda parking citation by the appro-
priate law enforcementagency. Posting of the property not
required. 96 hours after the vehicle hasbeencited the property
owner or his/her agentmay have the vehicle resttved. FPD or
appropriateagencynotification is requiredat time of removal.

(3) The vehicle is on private property and lacks an engine, trans-
mission, wheels, tires, doors, windshield, or any other major pan of
equiptent necessaryto operatesafely on the highways, the owner or person•
in lawful possessionof the private property has notified the city police
or county sheriff, as appropriate, and 24 hours have elapsedsince that
notification. (new)

NOTE: This addition now allows a private property owner to have a
vehicle missing major parts or equipment as listed above, removed
fran the property without law enforcementinvolvement, except for
the requirement to notify your enforcementagency24 hours prior
to removal.

It is not required that the vehicle be cited or that the property
be posted.

The law enforcementagencyhaving jurisdiction must be notified twice under
this section. First, when the owner of the property decides to have the
vehicle removedand secondly, 24 hours later at the time of removal..

(4) The lot or parcel upon which the vehicle is parkedis improvedwith

a single-family d~lling. (no change)

CGtY~SUMPTIONOF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES:

FresnoMunicipal Code section 8—120 prohibits the consumptionof alcoholic
beverageson -parking or other lots open to the generalpublic. Before this
ordinance can be enforced on your property you must first request a
determinationby the Chief of Police that your property fits the category
“open.to the general public.” After a qualifying finding has beenmadeyou
must then post signs as required under “General Rules~’and then send a
letter to the Chief of Police requestingthat FtC 8—120 be enforcedon your
premises (see sample). Signs should read:

“CCNSUMVPIWOF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES PROHIBITED”
FTC 8—120
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GAMBLING:

FresnoMunicipal Code Section 8-121.1prohibits gambling on parking lots
open to the public. To permit enforcementof this sectionyour sign must
read “NO GAMBLING, ?C8-121.1”. In addition, your letter requesting
enforcementshouldcontain a requestsimilar to the attachedsampleletter.

LOITERING:

If you want the Police Departmentto enforce trespassinglaws on your
property then your sign and letter should reflect this, similar to the
samples. The sign should read:

“NO LOITERING / ThESPASSING”

PC 602/647G

CONCLUSION:

Onceyou have compliedwith the requirementscontainedin this document,
police officers or you may be able to take the specified enforcement
actions. This doesnot mean that officers will automatically apprehendall
of the drinkers, loiterers, and gamblerson your property. What the
officer will be able to do is check out problemson your premisesand take
appropriateaction as his time allows. Shouldyou identify a specific
problemat a given time anddate, you are encouragedto call the Police
Department and report the violation (s) so that an officer may be dispatched
to investigate. It is critically important that you recognize these
“guidelines” as just that. Where references have been made to legal
requirements, it is your responsibility to review and follow the law. Keep
in mind that the law changesand it is incumbent upon you to keep abreast
of changes which may occur. If you err, you could be held financially
responsible.

If you have any questions about this matter feel free to call the Community
Services Bureau at 498-1296 for additional information.

Sincerely,

FRESNOPOLICE DEPARTMENT

ATTACHMENTS

CP7/1MA



-SAMPLE-

Dear Chief

I requestthat the FresnoPolice DepartmentenforceMunicipal Code
Section 8-120, 8—121.1, PC 602 and PC 647G by the arrest/citation of any
person (s) observed drinking, gambling, illegally parking or loitering on
my property at:

SIGNED:

DATE:

Owner/Operator or Representative

-SAMPLE-

cP7/UIA
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Municipal Code city of Fresno Sec. 9-415

(c) A minimum of Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00) for each addi-
tional violation of Section9-413 that occurswithin one year. (Added Ord. 90-40,
§ 10, cIT. 5-18-90).

SECTION 9-415. ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITY. The Director and desig-
neesshall have theauthority to enforce theprovisionsof this article and to arrest
any person without a warrant for a violation of this article when committed in
their presence,and to issuea noticeto appear pursuant to Penal CodeSection
836-5.This authority shall be in addition to the authority rantedto policeofficers
under this Code. (Added Ord. 90-40,§ 11, eff. 5-18-90).

SECTION 9-416. OTHER REMEDIES NOT PRECLUDED. Nothing in this
Code shall be deemedto limit the right of the city or the authorized recycling
agentto bring a civil action against any person who violatesSection9-413;nor
shall aconviction for suchviolation exemptany personfrom a civil action brought
by thecity or the authorizedrecycling agent.(AddedOrd. 90-40,§ 12,cIT. 5-18-90).

SECTION 9-417. OTHER MEANS OF DISPOSAL OF RECYCLABLE MA-
TERIALS. Nothing in this chapter shall be deemed to limit the right of the
individual person to donate and/or sell their recyclable materials. (Added Ord.
90-40, § 13, eff. 5-18-90).

Reprint 1
Supp. No. 3-90(10-16-90)

305.4-4



Municipal CodeCity of Fresno Sec. 9-409

(v) That the application containedfalsehoods;or

(vi) That anyfact or conditionexistswhich, if it had been
known to exist at the time of the original application for such permit,
reasonablywould have warrantedthe Director in refusing originally to
issuesuchpermit.

(3) Ten days’ written noticeof revocation shall be given by the
Director to thepermitholder. Unlessan appealto the ChiefAdministrative
Officer if filed within the ten-day period, the revocation shall be final.

(4) Ten days’ writtennoticeof suspensionshall be given by the
Director to thepermitholder. Unlessanappeal to the ChiefAdministrative
Officer is filed within theten-dayperiod, or the requirementsspecifiedby the
Directorto the end the suspensionperiod are satisfied, thesuspensionshall
be final. The permitholder maynotexercisethepermitduring thesuspension
period.

(5) Within ten daysafterwritten noticeof any decisionof the
Directormadeunder the provisionsof thissection, including the denial or a
locationpermit or the imposition of conditions,anypersonaggrievedthereby
may appeal the decisionto the ChiefAdministrativeOfficer. The notice of
appealmustbe in duplicate in writing addressedto the ChiefAdministrative
Officer, andmustincludeacopyoftheDirector’s writtendecision,thereasons
for the appellant’s objectionsthereto, andthe facts upon which he baseshis
appeal.

(6) The Chief Administrative Officer shall have power and it
shall be his duty to hearand determine appealsof decisionsof the Director
madeunder the provisionsof this section.Upon receipt of any noticeof ap-
peal, the ChiefAdministrative Officer shall set the matter for hearing not
lessthan tennor more thanthirty days thereafter,shall deliver a copy of the
appealto theDirector andshall givewritten noticeofthetime andplacefixed
for thebearingto theappellant andtheDirector. Following suchhearing, the
ChiefAdministrativeOfficer mayaffirm, modifSror reversesuchdecisionsor
dismissthe appeal therefrom, as he deemsjust.

(7) Hearingsbefore the ChiefAdministrative Officer shall be
conducted informally and may be continued. The Chief Administrative Of-
ficer shall renderhis decisionwithin fifteen daysafter theclosethereof. The
decisionof theChiefAdministrative Officer shall be final, (Am. Ord. 79-74,§
1, eff. 6-1-79;Am. Ord. 80-115, § 98, cIT. 8-8-SO;Am. Ord. 90-40, § 7, cIT.
5-18-90).

SECTION 9-409. UNAUTHORIZED DISPOSAL OF SOLID WASTE PRO-
InBITED.

(a) No person shall throw or deposit,or causeto be thrown or depos-
ited, any solid waste matter in or upon any vacant lot, street, alley, gutter,
highway, park or other public place or keep any residential rubbish or solid
wastematter exceptin themanner prescribedby this article.

(b) No person shall deposit solid wastein the container of another
person,or setout solid waste for collection at anotherperson’sservicelocation,.
exceptthat this provision shall not apply to solid wastedepositedor setout for
collection by any customer sharing a community container; and, except that
temporaryservicelocations may be establishedby the Director in instances

Supp. No. 2-90(7-27-90)
305.4-2 Reprint 2
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MunicipalCodeCity of Fresno Sec. 9-410

where the Director has knowledgeof construction, demolition, or other tempo-
rary obstacleswhich prevent the useofor accessto permanentserviceLocations.

(c) No customershall permitorconsentto another persondepositing
solid wastein his containeror settingoutsolid wastefor collection at his place
or premise;exceptthatthis provisionshallnot applyto solid wastedepositedor
sot out for collection by anycustomersharinga community container;and,
exceptthat temporaryservicelocationsmaybeestablishedby the Directorin
instanceswhere the Director has knowledgeof construction,demolition, or
other temporaryobstacleswhich preventthe useof or accessto permanent
servicelocations.

(dl No personshall burn solid waste in a homeheating furnace,
fireplace,orwoodstove,exceptingthatnon-plasticizedwastepapermaybeused
for kindlingof firesin woodburningappliances.(Am. Ord. 79.74,§ 1, cIT. 6-1-79;
Am. Ord. 80-99,§ 3, cIT. 7-25-80;AddedOrd:90-74,§ 3, eff. 8-24-90).

SECTION 9-410. F1NANCIAL PROCEDURES. All billing for and collec-
tion ofsolid wasteservicechargesandfor permit feesshallbehandledasprovided
in this article and in Article 11 ofChapter2 of thisCode.(Am. Ord. 79-74, § 1, elI.
6-1-79).

SECTION 9-411. BURYING SOLID WASTE PROHIBITED. Exceptas au-
thorized sanitarylandfills, no personshall bury or causeto be buriedany solid
waste,table scraps,or leavings,food waste,food containersor wrappers,or ani-
malsbodiesor parts:(Am. Ord. 79-74, § 1, elI. 6-1-79).

SECTION 9-412. OWNERSHIP OF SEGREGATED RECYCLABLE MATE-
RIALS. All segregatedrecyclablematerialplacedat curbsideorotherdesignated
collection location,in adesignatedrecyclablematerialcontainer,duringthe PC.
nodof time between6:00 p.m. on thedayprecedingtherecyclablematerialcol-
lectiondayand8:00 p.m. of the recyclablematerialcollectiondayshall beand
becomethe propertyof thecity or authorizedrecyclingagent.(Added90-40, § 8,
elf. 5-18-90).

SECTION 9-413. UNAUTHORIZEDREMOVAL OFSEGREGATEDRECY-
CLAI3LE MATERIAL UNLAWFUL. No person, other than the city and the au-
thorized recycling agent, shall removesegregatedrecyclable materials oncethey
have been placedat curbside or other designatedcollectionlocation to becollected
by thecity or authorizedrecycling agent.Eachsuchremovalof segregatedrecy-
clablematerial from aseparateddesignatedcollectionlocation is aseparateand
distinctviolation punishableasprovidedin this Code.(AddedOrd.90-40, § 9, eff.
5-18-90).

SECTION 9-414. PENALTY. Every person convicted of a violation of Sec-
tion 9-413, shall in addition to the other penalties provided for in this code be
fined:

(a) A minimum on OneHundredDollars($100.00)for the first vio-
lation of Section 9-413; and

(b) A minimum of Two HundredDollars ($200.00)for a secondvio-
lation of Section9-413within oneyear;and

Reprint 3Supp.No. 3-90(10-16-90)
305.4-3


